N1SANEIIATILIRUIANTITUTIYINIUNANTTTUN N TEWNSATEUN

A Critical Study of the Concept of the Dhammaraja in Buddhism
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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this research are to study the concept of the Dhammaraja
(virtuous king) in Buddhism, and to compare the concept of the Dhammaraja as defined
by Buddhist scholars, with social, political and community leaders. This research is
documentary and qualitative in nature, and the Pali texts and in-depth interviews
have been explained in a descriptive manner.

The findings of the research were as follows:

According to Buddhism, the term Dhammaraja carries two meanings ; one
describes a religious king and the other a worldly king. The Buddha is typired as
a religious king who possesses all kinds of virtue whereas the worldly king is a leader
who justly and carefully oversees his or her state according to the rule of law.

With regard to the comparison of the Buddhist scholars’ concept of the
Dhammaraja with socio-political and community leaders, the results were as
follows;

1) there is a similarity between the scholar’s concept of the Dhammaraja
and the social, political and community leaders in regard to the leaders’ virtues and
their capacity to apply those virtues. However, there is some difference with regard
to the meaning of Dhammaraja.
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2) With regards to leadership, there is a similarity between the two in terms
of applying virtue to management, yet there is a difference in terms of working, and
that is that the laws were necessary for empowering community.

3) With regard to Dhammaraja experience, it was agreed that mutual respect
and benent-oriented attitudes were necessary, and that local wisdom was also
important,

4) With regard to the typical Dhammaraja, all religious leaders are the role
models of a virtuous king who excels in all kinds of virtue. King Bhumipol has been
an archetype of the worldly leader. There is a slight difference between the two in
terms of bringing the Dhamma into practice.

5) With regard to the faith of the Dhammaraja, it was agreed that Dhamma
or virtue is necessary for all. Only the meaning of language is different

6) With regard to explaining the concept of Dhammaraja to the public, there
is similarity between them in utilizing all kinds of media. Only the way of presentation
is different.

With regard to applying the concept of the Dhammaraja to state management,
the andings were as follows:

1) The concept of the Dhammaraja can be applied to state management
at three levels; at a primary level, state leaders should be like Dhammarajas: at the
secondary level, leaders should govern the state with the laws of Dhamma; and
at the highest level, leaders should try to empower people with the Dhammaraja.

2) Both political leadership and the Dhammaraja concept are about
concentrating political leadership in three dimensions, namely ; self-development
in terms of reason and justice, citizen-development in terms of physical, mental and
intellectual perspectives and social development by adhering to moral principles
and making people aware of laws and morality in order to strengthen community.
Besides, local wisdom should be brought into practice.
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3) The comparison of the Dhammaraja and political leadership suggests
three levels of application to state management; an emphasis on applying
the principles of Buddhism to state management; an emphasis on practice; and
an emphasis on the institutions of laws, customs, and moral principles

4) The study of the characteristics of the Dhammaraja and political
leaders suggests three things; that new role models should come from studies of
the lives of the most respected Dhammarajas ; that those who want to be Dhammarajas
must be of good and virtuous character; and that such potential great leaders must
follow in the footsteps of the previous Dhammarajas.

5) Like Dhammarajas, political leaders must be conndent of, and believe
in, their ability to govern the people well and wisely. They must always act morally.

6) There are three ways by which the principles of Dhammaraja can be
incorporated into society and politics: further research into the fgure of the Dhammaraja,
application of the research, and on-going monitoring and awareness.
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